Recommended adult to child ratios for working with children Guidance on appropriate levels of supervision for children and young people (Source NSPCC)
[bookmark: _GoBack]When working with groups of children or young people it's important that there are enough adults to provide the appropriate level of supervision.
Staffing and supervision ratios can sometimes be difficult to judge. It’s important that you have enough staff and volunteers to ensure children are safe – and that these adults are suitable to undertake various tasks as needed.
It may not always be possible to adhere to recommended ratios. However, every effort should be made to achieve the best level of supervision of children at all times.
These ratios are recommended for activities that take place outside of school.
Supervision
Supervision levels will vary depending on the children's age, gender, behaviour and the abilities within your group.
They will also vary depending on:
· nature and duration of activities
· competence and experience of staff involved
· requirements of location, accommodation or organisation based
· any special medical needs
· specialist equipment needed.
We recommend having at least 2 adults present when working with or supervising children and young people. We recommend the following adult to child ratios as the minimum numbers to help keep children safe:
· 0 - 2 years
1 adult to 3 children
· 2 - 3 years
1 adult to 4 children
· 4 - 8 years
1 adult to 6 children
· 9 - 12 years
1 adult to 8 children
· 13 - 18 years
1 adult to 10 children
We recommend having at least 2 adults present, even with smaller groups.
When young people are helping to supervise younger children, then generally, only people aged 18 or over should be included as adults when calculating adult to child ratios.
In England, the Department for Education publishes guidance (PDF) for early years providers which sets out statutory requirements about adult to child ratios. The guidance sets out situations when 16 and 17 year–olds may be included in the adult to child ratios.

